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Martin Huber 
 

Department of Economics, University of Fribourg,  

Bd. de Pérolles 90, CH-1700 Fribourg, Switzerland 

     

Telephone: +41 26 300 82 74 

E-mail: martin.huber@unifr.ch 

Fax: +41 26 300 96 78 

Date and place of birth: May 06 1980 in Innsbruck, Austria; nationality: Austrian 

 

Research interests 

Policy/treatment effect evaluation in labor, health, and education economics,  

semi- and nonparametric microeconometric methods for causal inference. 

 

Academic positions 

Since 09/2014 University of Fribourg 

Professor, Chair of Applied Econometrics - Evaluation of Public Policies 

02/2010-08/2014 University of St. Gallen 

Assistant professor of quantitative methods in economics 

09/2011-05/2012 Harvard University  

Visiting researcher (scientific sponsor: Prof. Guido Imbens) 

04/2006 -01/2010 Swiss Institute for Empirical Economic Research, University of St. Gallen  

Research assistant to Prof. Michael Lechner  

 

Further work experience 

04/2004-03/2006  Employed in private sector companies: Swarovski Crystal Components (strategic marketing) 

and Transped International (transport logistics)  

 

Education 

04/2006-01/2010 Ph.D. in Economics and Finance; University of St. Gallen, Switzerland  

Summa cum laude/with distinction. Specialization: Econometrics; thesis: "Microeconometric 

Estimators and Tests based on Nonparametric Methods, Quantile Regression, and 

Resampling"; referees: Profs. Michael Lechner, Enno Mammen, and Francesco Audrino 

10/1999-02/2004 M.A.s in Economics and in International Business Studies (Mag.rer.soc.oec.); University of 

Innsbruck, Austria 

09/2001 - 04/2002  Ecole Supérieure de Commerce, Grenoble, France : Erasmus study abroad program  

 

Awards and grants 

09/2017 Handelsblatt Ranking for Economists in and from German speaking countries: ranked 8th in 

terms of research output in the last 5 years; ranked 11th among economists below 40 in terms 

of total research output 

05/2014 Latsis Prize of the University of St. Gallen awarded for the research in the field of microe-

conometric methodology for causal analyses at the "dies academicus" of the University of St. 

Gallen, May 24 2014  

05/2013 Austrian Young Economists Award awarded for the joint paper with Giovanni Mellace "Test-

ing instrument validity for LATE identification based on inequality moment constraints" at 

the Annual Meeting of the Austrian Economic Society, May 10-11 2013 in Innsbruck 

01/2013 Labour Prize in Theoretical or Applied Microeconometrics awarded for the joint paper with 

Giovanni Mellace "Relaxing monotonicity in the identification of local average treatment ef-

fects" at the Fifth Italian Congress of Econometrics and Empirical Economics, Jan 16-18 2013 in 

Genoa 

09/2011-05/2012 Research fellowship of the Swiss National Science Foundation for visiting the Harvard 

Department of Economics (Cambridge, MA, USA). Scientific sponsor: Prof. Guido Imbens 

05/2009 Austrian Young Economists Award awarded for the paper "Testing for covariate balance 

using nonparametric quantile regression and resampling methods" at the Annual Meeting of 

the Austrian Economic Society, May 22-23 2009 in Linz 

 

Presentations at International Conferences  
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2017 European Association of Labor Economists (St. Gallen), BFH Conference on Discrimination in the Labor 

Market (Bern), Swiss Society of Economics and Statistics (Lausanne) 

2016 Rural Development Forum (Skopje), Workshop on Uncovering Causal Mechanisms (Munich), Economet-

ric Society European Meeting (Geneva), Mediation Analysis based on Propensity Score Methods (Aca-

demia Sinica, Taipei) 

2015 European Economic Association (Mannheim), International Association for Applied Econometrics (Thes-

saloniki), Statistics Winter Conference of the University of Umea (Borgafjäll) 

2014 European Association of Labor Economists (Ljubljana), International Association for Applied Economet-

rics (London), Austrian Economic Association (Vienna) 

2013  Econometric Society European Meeting (Gothenburg), Swiss Society of Economics and Statistics (Neuchâ-

tel), Austrian Economic Association (Innsbruck), DAGStat (Freiburg i. Br.) 

2012   SFB 884 conference on "Evaluation of Political Reforms" (Mannheim), 4th Joint IZA/IFAU Conference on 

Labor Market Policy Evaluation (Bonn), IAB conference "Field experiments in policy evaluation" (Nurem-

berg), European Association of Labor Economists (Bonn), Jena Symposium on Causality (Jena), Society of 

Labor Economists (Chicago), IQSS conference "Frontiers in the Analysis of Causal Mechanisms" (Harvard) 

2011  IZA Conference on Labor Market Policy Evaluation (Harvard), Swiss Society of Economics and Statistics 

(Lucerne), 

2010  Econometric Society World Meeting (Shanghai), Swiss Society of Economics and Statistics (Fribourg), 

European Ass. of Labour Economists/Society of Labor Economists (London), ZEW Workshop "Evaluation 

of Policies Fighting Social Exclusion" (Mannheim),   

2009  Verein für Socialpolitik (Magdeburg), Econometric Society European Meeting (Barcelona), Swiss Society 

of Economics and Statistics (Geneva), cemmap conference on quantile regression (London), Austrian Eco-

nomic Association (Linz), Society of Labor Economists (Boston), 

2008   COST A 23 Network (Paris), Inference and Tests in Econometrics (Marseille) 

 

Invited Talks and Presentations in Research Seminars 

University of Constance (Jun 13 2017), University of Bonn (Dec 6 2016), European Institute in Florence 

(Oct 10 2016), Academia Sinica Taipei (Jun 7 2016), University of Xiamen (Jun 1 2016), Hong Kong Univer-

sity of Science and Technology (May 30 2016), CREST Paris (May 19 2016), University of Mannheim (May 

9 2016), WU Vienna (May 4 2016), University of Zurich (May 3 2016), IUMSP Lausanne (Mar 24 2016),  

FBK-IRVAPP Trento (Dec 10 2015), University of Innsbruck (Dec 9 2015), University of Nottingham (Nov 

19 2015), University of Bristol (Nov 18 2015), Institute for Advanced Studies Vienna (May 7 2015), Univer-

sity of Luxembourg (Apr 15 2015), Tinbergen Institute Rotterdam (Jan 22 2015), University of Salzburg 

(Dec 9 2014), Tinbergen Institute Amsterdam (Nov 25 2014), University of Otago (Aug 11 2014), Universi-

ty of Sydney (Jul 31 2014), University of Technology in Sydney (Jul 30 2014), University of Melbourne (Jul 

24 2014), University of Linz (Jun 04 2014), University of Aarhus (Apr 02 2014), University of Mainz (Mar 

04 2014), University of Fribourg (Dec 10 2013), ETH Zurich (Dec 04 2013), Karlsruhe Institute of Technolo-

gy (Nov 21 2013), University of Hohenheim (Apr 16 2013), University of Lausanne (Mar 12 2013), Univer-

sity of Bern (Jan 29 2013), Bergen Norwegian School of Economics (Nov 07 2012), University of Bern (Oct 

09 2012), IFAU Uppsala (Aug 22 2012), University of Munich (Jul 10 2012), Boston College (Apr 27 2012), 

MIT (Mar 01 2012), Harvard Econ Dept. (Feb 06 2012), Brown University (Nov 10 2011), Harvard Econ 

Dept (Sep 12 2011), University of Mannheim (Sep 01 2010), Graduate Institute of Geneva (May 05 2010), 

University of Linz (Apr 28 2010), University of Freiburg i. Br. (Apr 21 2010), University of Innsbruck (May 

13 2009)   

 

Refereeing and editorial tasks 

Refereeing: Advances in Statistical Analysis, American Political Science Review, Annals of Applied Sta-

tistics, Computational Statistics and Data Analysis, Econometric Reviews, Economic Bulletin, Economics 

Letters, Economics of Education Review, Empirical Economics, European Sociological Review, Industrial 

Health, Journal of Applied Econometrics, Journal of Applied Statistics, Journal of Business and Economic 

Statistics, Journal of Causal Inference, Journal of Econometrics, Journal of Health Economics, Journal of 

Human Resources, Journal of Labor Research, Journal of the American Statistical Association, Journal of 

the Royal Statistical Society Series A, Labour Economics, Labour: Review of Labour Economics and Indus-

trial Relations, Political Analysis, Quantitative Economics, Review of Economics and Statistics, Southern 

Economic Journal, Statistics in Medicine, Swiss Journal of Economics and Statistics, World Development.  

Editorial tasks:  Empirical Economics (associate editor), Journal of Labor Research (editorial board). 

 

Teaching 

BA lectures: Statistics II, Applied Econometrics. MA lectures: Econometric Methods and Ap-

plications I, Econometric Methods and Applications II, Policy and Impact Evaluation, Flexible 

Estimation in Practice (Nonparametrics). PhD (short) courses: Treatment evaluation based on 

instrumental variables, Introduction to matching estimators 

 

Participation in externally funded projects 

2015-2016 “Policy Evaluation of Tariff Rate Quotas” funded by the Swiss Federal Office for Agriculture 

(FOAG): Subcontractor (of Areté s.r.l., Bologna) 
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2014-2015 “The impact of the socio-economic structure of the rural population on the success of rural 

development policy” funded by the Regional Research Promotion Program of the University 

of Fribourg: Scientific mentor  

2012-2015 “Identifying causal mechanisms in empirical economics” funded by the Swiss National Sci-

ence Foundation (SNF): Co-researcher (with M. Lechner, G. Mellace, and A. Strittmatter) 

2011-2015 “Region, Nation and Beyond. An Interdisciplinary and Transcultural Reconceptualization of 

Ukraine” funded by the Austrian, German, and Swiss science foundations: Co-researcher  

2007-2011 “Der Wert von Betriebsinformationen für Evaluationsstudien der aktiven Arbeitsmarktpolitik 

in Deutschland“ funded by the German Federal Employment Agency: Co-researcher  

2006-2008  „Evaluation der Experimentierklausel nach §6c SGB II: Vergl. Evaluation des arbeitsmarktpol. 

Erfolgs der Modelle der Aufgabenwahrnehmung Optierende Kommune u. Arbeitsgemein-

schaft“ funded by the German Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (BMAS): Co-

researcher  

 

Languages 

German (mother tongue), English, French, Russian, Spanish 

 

Papers and publications 

 

Publications in peer-reviewed scientific journals  

 

"Direct and indirect treatment effects: Causal chains and mediation analysis with instrumental variables", with M. Frö-

lich, forthcoming in the Journal of the Royal Statistical Society Series B. 

 

"Direct and indirect effects of training vouchers for the unemployed", with M. Lechner and A. Strittmatter, forthcoming 

in the Journal of the Royal Statistical Society Series A. 

 

"Testing the validity of the compulsory schooling law instrument", with B. Bolzern, Economics Letters, 159, 23-27, 2017. 

 

"The Finite Sample Performance of Semi- and Nonparametric Estimators for Treatment Effects and Policy Evaluation",  

with M. Frölich and M. Wiesenfarth, Computational Statistics & Data Analysis, 115, 91–102, 2017.  

 

"A cautionary tale about control variables in IV estimation", with E. Deuchert, Oxford Bulletin of Economics and Statis-

tics, 79 (3), 411–425, 2017.  

 

"Why do tougher caseworkers increase employment? The role of programme assignment as a causal mechanism", with 

M. Lechner and G. Mellace, Review of Economics and Statistics, 99 (1), 180–183, 2017.  

 

"Does preschool boost the development of minority children? The case of Roma children", with C. Felfe, Journal of the 

Royal Statistical Society Series A, 180 (2), 475–502, 2017. 

 

"Sharp IV bounds on average treatment effects on the treated and other populations under endogeneity and noncompli-

ance", with L. Laffers and G. Mellace, Journal of Applied Econometrics, 32 (1), 56–79, 2017. 

 

"The Effect of Firms' Partial Retirement Policies on the Labour Market Outcomes of their Employees", with M. Lechner 

and C. Wunsch, Industrial and Labor Relations Review, 69 (5), 1216–1248, 2016. 

 

“On the Development of Students’ Attitudes towards Corruption and Cheating in Russian Universities”, with E. Den-

isova-Schmidt and E. Leontyeva, European Journal of Higher Education, 6 (2), 128-143, 2016. 

 

"An Experimental Evaluation of an Anti-Corruption Intervention among Ukrainian University Students", with E. Den-

isova-Schmidt and Y. Prytula, Eurasian Geography and Economics, 56 (6), 713–734, 2016. 

 

“Do Anti-Corruption Educational Campaigns Reach Students? Some Evidence from Russia and Ukraine”, with E. Den-

isova-Schmidt and E. Leontyeva, Educational Studies Moscow, 1, 61-83, 2016.   

 

"The finite sample performance of estimators for mediation analysis under sequential conditional independence", with 

M. Lechner and G. Mellace, Journal of Business and Economic Statistics, 34 (1), 139-160, 2016. 

 

"A test of the conditional independence assumption in sample selection models", with B. Melly, Journal of Applied 

Econometrics, 30 (7), 1144–1168, 2015. 

 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/rssb.12232/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/rssa.12279/full
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0165176517302847
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.csda.2017.05.007
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/obes.12177/full
http://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/abs/10.1162/REST_a_00632
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/rssa.12207/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jae.2473/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jae.2473/abstract
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0019793916644755
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/21568235.2016.1154477
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15387216.2016.1155467
https://vo.hse.ru/en/2016--1/178805268.html
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/07350015.2015.1017644
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jae.2431/abstract
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"Workplace health promotion and labour market performance of employees", with M. Lechner and C. Wunsch, Journal 

of Health Economics, 43, 170–189, 2015. 

 

"Radius matching on the propensity score with bias adjustment: finite sample behaviour, tuning parameters and soft-

ware implementation", with M. Lechner and A. Steinmayr, Empirical Economics, 49 (1), 1-31, 2015. 

 

"Causal pitfalls in the decomposition of wage gaps", Journal of Business and Economic Statistics, 33 (2), 179-191, 2015. 

 

"Testing instrument validity for LATE identification based on inequality moment constraints", with G. Mellace, Review 

of Economics and Statistics, 97 (2), 398–411, 2015. 

 

"Testing the validity of the sibling sex ratio instrument", LABOUR: Review of Labour Economics and Industrial Rela-

tions, 29 (1), 1-14, 2015. 

 

"Sharp bounds on causal effects under sample selection", with G. Mellace, Oxford Bulletin of Economics and Statistics, 

77 (1), 129–151, 2015. 

 

"Should Welfare Administration be Centralized or Decentralized? Evidence from a Policy Experiment", with B. Boock-

mann, S. Thomsen, T. Walter, and C. Göbel, German Economic Review, 16 (1), 13–42, 2015. 

 

"Treatment evaluation with multiple outcome periods under endogeneity and attrition", with M. Frölich,  Journal of the 

American Statistical Association, 109 (508), 1697-1711, 2014. 

 

"Testing exclusion restrictions and additive separability in sample selection models", with G. Mellace, Empirical Eco-

nomics, 47 (1), 75-92, 2014.  

 

"Identifying causal mechanisms (primarily) based on inverse probability weighting",  Journal of Applied Econometrics, 

29 (6), 920-943, 2014. 

 

"Regional Differences in Perceived Corruption among Ukrainian Firms", with E. Denisova-Schmidt, Eurasian Geography 

and Economics, 55 (1), 10-36, 2014. 

 

"Sensitivity checks for the local average treatment effect", Economics Letters, 123 (2), 220-223, 2014. 

 

"Treatment evaluation in the presence of sample selection", Econometric Reviews, 33 (8), 869-905, 2014. 

 

"A simple test for the ignorability of non-compliance in experiments", Economics Letters, 120 (3), 389-391, 2013.  

 

"The performance of estimators based on the propensity score", with M. Lechner and C. Wunsch, Journal of Economet-

rics, 175 (1), 1-21, 2013.   

 

"Identification of average treatment effects in social experiments under alternative forms of attrition", Journal of Educa-

tional and Behavioral Statistics, 37 (3), 443-474, 2012. 

 

"Does Leaving Welfare Improve Health? Evidence for Germany", with M. Lechner and C. Wunsch, Health Economics, 20 

(4), 484-504, 2011. 

 

"Do German Welfare-to-Work Programmes Reduce Welfare Dependency and Increase Employment?", with M. Lechner, 

C. Wunsch, and T. Walter, German Economic Review, 12 (2), 182-204, 2011. 

 

"Testing for covariate balance using nonparametric quantile regression and resampling methods", Journal of Applied 

Statistics, 38 (12), 2881-2899, 2011.  

 

Invited contributions 

 

"Disentangling policy effects into causal channels", IZA World of Labor, 2016.  

 

Book chapters  

 

Denisova-Schmidt, E., Huber, M., and Prytula, Y. (2017): "Corruption among Ukrainian Businesses: Do Firm Size, Indus-

try and Region Matter? ", in Leither, J., and Meissner, H.: Political Risks and their Impacts on the Business Environment of 

BSR Countries, Routledge. 

 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167629615000776
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00181-014-0847-1
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00181-014-0847-1
http://link.springer.com/journal/181/49/1/page/1
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/07350015.2014.937437
http://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/pdf/10.1162/REST_a_00450
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/labr.12045/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/obes.12056/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/obes.2015.77.issue-1/issuetoc
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/geer.12021/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/geer.2015.16.issue-1/issuetoc
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01621459.2014.896804
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00181-013-0742-1
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jae.2341/abstract
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15387216.2014.915757
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.econlet.2014.02.018
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/07474938.2013.806197
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0165176513002553
http://www.alexandria.unisg.ch/publications/citation/Martin_Huber/68111
http://jeb.sagepub.com/cgi/content/full/37/3/443?ijkey=MMz5lLjzerK.2&keytype=ref&siteid=spjeb
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hec.1615/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1468-0475.2010.00515.x/full
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/02664763.2011.570323
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cjas20/38/12
http://wol.iza.org/articles/disentangling-policy-effects-into-causal-channels/long
https://www.routledge.com/State-Capture-Political-Risks-and-International-Business-Cases-from-Black/Leitner-Meissner/p/book/9781138233775
https://www.routledge.com/State-Capture-Political-Risks-and-International-Business-Cases-from-Black/Leitner-Meissner/p/book/9781138233775
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Working papers  

 

“Nonparametric estimation of natural direct and indirect effects based on inverse probability weighting”, with Y.-C. Hsu 

and T.-C. Lai, SES Working Paper 482, University of Fribourg, 2017. 

 

“A framework for separating individual treatment effects from spillover, interaction, and general equilibrium effects”, 

with A. Steinmayr, Rationality and Competition Discussion Paper 21, 2017.  

 

“Evaluating local average and quantile treatment effects under endogeneity based on instruments : a review”, with K. 

Wüthrich, SES Working Paper 479, University of Fribourg, 2017. 

 

"It's Never Too LATE: A New Look at Local Average Treatment Effects with or Without Defiers", with C. Dahl and G. 

Mellace, Discussion Paper 2/2017 on Business and Economics, University of Southern Denmark, 2017.  

 

“Direct and indirect effects based on difference-in-differences with an application to political preferences following the 

Vietnam draft lottery”, with E. Deuchert and M. Schelker, CESifo Working Paper 6000, 2016. 

 

“How war affects political attitudes: Evidence from eastern Ukraine”, with S. Tyahlo, SES Working Paper 472, University 

of Fribourg, 2016. 

 

“A Wild Bootstrap Algorithm for Propensity Score Matching Estimators”, with H. Bodory, L. Camponovo, M. Huber, 

and M. Lechner, SES Working Paper 470, University of Fribourg, 2016. 

 

"Evaluating an information campaign about rural development policies in (FYR) Macedonia", with A. Kotevska, A. Mar-

tinovska Stojcheska, and A. Solovyeva, SES Working Paper 469, University of Fribourg, 2016. 

 

"The Finite Sample Performance of Inference Methods for Propensity Score Matching and Weighting Estimators", with 

H. Bodory, L. Camponovo, M. Huber, and M. Lechner, IZA Discussion Paper 9706, 2016. 

 

"Endogeneity and Non-Response Bias in Treatment Evaluation: Nonparametric Identification of Causal Effects by In-

struments", with H. Fricke, M. Frölich, and M. Lechner, IZA Discussion Paper 9428, 2015. 

 

http://doc.rero.ch/record/288752/files/WP_SES_482.pdf
https://rationality-and-competition.de/wp-content/uploads/discussion_paper/21.pdf
http://doc.rero.ch/record/279078/files/WP_SES_479.pdf
https://poseidon01.ssrn.com/delivery.php?ID=884112031001097107093023115024008024001024032007049053005121125102085119088113087121124025056115114005124126018102100102103111023039056023040023113015102013002086118093008028091095010001099114123112022001117064119082019005009003028125126114071119065119&EXT=pdf
https://www.cesifo-group.de/ifoHome/publications/working-papers/CESifoWP/CESifoWPdetails?wp_id=19236038
https://www.cesifo-group.de/ifoHome/publications/working-papers/CESifoWP/CESifoWPdetails?wp_id=19236038
http://doc.rero.ch/record/261181/files/WP_SES_472.pdf
http://doc.rero.ch/record/261179/files/WP_SES_470.pdf
http://doc.rero.ch/record/259969/files/WP_SES_469.pdf
http://ftp.iza.org/dp9706.pdf
http://ftp.iza.org/dp9428.pdf
http://ftp.iza.org/dp9428.pdf

